Detailed Syllabus - Ch. 11: Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South

U.S. History I Honors – Dr. Hogge

I. The Cotton Economy and Southern Society


Text:

pp. 297-306


 Reader:
U.S. Balance of Trade, 1820-1860 (334)



Composition of U.S. exports, 1820-1850 (334)



Destination of U.S. Exports, 1819-1858 (335)



Origins of U.S. Imports, 1821-1858 (335)

Discussion:
Economic growth and the Planter class

II. The “Peculiar Institution”: Varieties of Slavery and Plantation Life


Text:

pp. 306-313


Binder:

Drew Gilpin Faust, Culture, Conflict, and Community on an Antebellum Plantation (250-265)*



Managing Slaves (265-266)*

Questions:
What principles does Hammond attempt to use in running his plantation?  Do you think Hammond would agree with the advice in the Managing Slaves article?  Why or why not?  What limitations does Hammond face in his attempts to control his slaves?

Discussion:
plantation life

III.
The “Peculiar Institution”: Life Under Slavery


Web Doc:
Chs. 1-4  Frederick Douglass, Autobiography of Frederick Douglass*




http://www.gutenberg.org/files/23/23-h/23-h.htm#link2HCH0001 

Questions:
What was the most dehumanizing aspect of slave life?  In what ways does Douglass’ story attempt to show the corrupting impact of slavery on masters and slaves?


Discussion:
slaves and masters

IV. 
Culture of Slavery


Text:

pp. 313-316

Binder:

Songs of Freedom (pp. 267-268)*

Music:

selected spirituals


Questions:
What role do spirituals play in slave culture?  Use one of the songs in the reader and explain its use of religious metaphors.


Discussion:
Spirituals

* denotes journal entry required based on the questions for that assignment

