 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Detailed Syllabus – Ch. 1:  Meeting of Cultures

AP US History I - Dr. Hogge


I..
Introduction:
Course overview and requirements


Assignment:
What is History response - due 9/8
II.
North American physical and demographic geography  

III.
America before Columbus: Environment and history


Text:

Brinkley, pp. 1-9. 


Handout:  
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, “Hemispheres Colliding” (ch. 18)*


Questions:
What role did environment and geography play in providing advantages for the Old 




World societies?  Which of these advantages do you think were the most important in 




allowing Europeans to conquer the New World?  In what ways is Diamond challenging 




more traditional explanations of European superiority?


Discussion:
Environment and history

IV.
Age of European Exploration


Text:

Brinkley, pp. 9-14


Handout:
How To Read A Document

Web Docs:
Juan de la Cosa, Portolan World Chart (1500)




http://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/Ren/Ren1/305.html



Toscanelli Map (1472) http://www.henry-davis.com/MAPS/LMwebpages/252.html
Diego Gutiérrez, Map of America (1562)

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gutierrz.html


Group work:
Compare and contrast the function and information in the three maps

Discussion:
maps and European preconceptions of the New World

V.
First Contacts


Text:

Brinkley, pp. 11-14


Reader:
Visualizing the New World (1-2)*


Handouts:
Christopher Columbus, Letter from the First Voyage (1493)*




(Also at http://www.nationalcenter.org/ColonyofRoanoke.html) 


Questions:
What was Columbus’ purpose when he wrote this letter?  What was his attitude towards 




the inhabitants of the islands, and what does this tell us of European preconceptions of 




New World cultures?


Discussion:
Discussion of document analysis and Columbus

VI.
Spanish America


Text:

Brinkley, pp. 14-23.


Reader:
Bartolomé de Las Casas Defends the Indians (4-6)

Don Juan de Onate Conquers New Mexico (14-17)


Discussion:
Strategies of empire

VII.
English and French America


Text:

Brinkley, pp. 23-30.


Web Doc
Richard Hakluyt, Discourse of Western Planting (1584)*

http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/before-1600/richard-hakluyt-discourse-of-western-planting-1584.php


Instructions for the Virginia Colony

http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1600-1650/instructions-for-the-virginia-colony-1606.php

Questions:
Who was Hakluyt’s audience?  Choose three of his reasons for exploring and 




explain why you think these were the most convincing for his audience?  What do the 




instructions for the Virginia colony tell us of the goals of English exploration?


Discussion:
English motivations for exploration and how this influenced their first contacts

* denotes journal entry required based on the questions for that assignment
