

I.
The Rise of Mass Politics I: Extension of the vote


Text:

pp. 235-240


Reader:
A Disgusting Spirit of Equality (280-281)*




A Plea for Nonproperty Suffrage (281-282)*




Crockett Advises Politicians (282-283)*

Questions:
What did C.W. Janson find most objectionable about American society?  How would George Camp answer Janson’s critique of American political and social equality?  Are any of Crockett’s political strategies employed by politicians today? If so, give an example.


Discussion:
Democracy and mass politics
II.
Our Federal Union


Text:

240-244


Reader:
Senator Robert Hayne Advocates Nullification (291-292)*




Daniel Webster Pleads for Union (292-294)*




South Carolina Threatens Succession (294-295)*




Andrew Jackson Denounces Nullification (295-296)*

Questions:
Which of the four arguments do you find most convincing? Why?  Which do you find least convincing?  Why? 

Discussion:
Nullification debate
III.
The Removal of the Indians 


Text:

pp. 244-248

Thin Reader:
Dee Brown, The Trail of Tears (ch. 9, pp. 156-167)*




Memorial of the Cherokee Nation, 1830 (167-169)*




Andrew Jackson, Removal Defended, 1830 (169-171)*




Ralph Waldo Emerson, The “Crime” of Removal, 1838 (172-174)*

Questions:
What forces led the U.S. government to drive the Cherokees out of their homelands?  What were Jackson’s stated reasons?  Contrast the two descriptions of the life awaiting the Cherokees in the new western territory (Jackson and the Cherokee nation).  Finally, compare and contrast Emerson’s criticism of the removal to that of the Cherokees.

Discussion:
Jackson and Indian removal


IV.
Jackson, the Bank War, and the changing face of American politics


Text:

pp. 248-258


Discussion:
Whigs and Democrats


V.
Andrew Jackson Debate

* denotes journal entry  required based on the questions for that assignment
