Detailed Syllabus - Ch. 6: The Constitution and the New Republic
US I (H) – Dr. Hogge
I.
The Constitutional Convention


Text:

pp. 159-161

Reader:
George Washington Expresses Alarm (178-79)*




Thomas Jefferson Favors Rebellion (179-80)*


Questions:
What disturbs Washington most about Shay’s Rebellion, and why?




Why is Jefferson not that worried about Shays Rebellion, and why does he think that a “little rebellion now and then is a good thing?”

Discussion:
Origins of the Convention
II.
The Constitutional Convention

Text:

pp. 162-166

Text Doc:
U.S. Constitution (pp. A-12 - A-17)*

Reader:
The Debate on Representation in Congress (180-81)*




The Argument over Slave Importations (1181-83)*

Questions:
Discuss two specific ways in which the Constitution attempts to address a perceived problem in the Articles of Confederation.  If you could suggest one amendment to the Constitution today, what would it be and why would you suggest it?


Group work:
The Constitution

Discussion:
Structure of the Constitution
III.











Ratifying the Constitution: Federalists and Antifederalists


Text:

pp. 166-168
Reader:
George Mason in Critical (186-87)*



James Madison Defends the New Constitution, from Federalist Paper #10 (192-195)* 

Questions:
Which one of Mason’s critiques seems most powerful today, and why?
  How does 


Madison counter the antifederalist argument that a republic would dissolve
 under the 


weight of factional interests? 

Discussion:
Federalists vs. Antifederalists














IV.
The Bill of Rights


Text:

pp. 203-204, A-17-A18

Group work:
analysis of the Bill of Rights
Discussion:
The Bill of Rights

V.

Federalists and Republicans: Hamilton vs. Jefferson 


Text:

pp. 168-171

Reader:
Alexander Hamilton vs. Thomas Jefferson on Popular Rule (206-208)*



The Clash over States Rights (208-209)*




The Spectrum of Disagreement (209-211)*


Questions:
Which person’s philosophy do you prefer: Hamilton’s or Jefferson’s?  Choose one 




example and explain why it represents your views.


Discussion:
Political philosophies of Hamilton and Jefferson











VI.








Downfall of the Federalists: Neutrality and the Alien and Sedition Acts 


Text:

pp. 174-178



Reader:
Timothy Pickering Upholds the Repressive Laws (236-37)*



The Virginia Legislature Protests (227-28)*

Web Docs:
The Alien Act* http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/alien.asp



The Sedition Act* http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/sedact.asp

Questions:
Do you think that the Alien and Sedition Acts were justified?  Why or why not?  Should 




Edward Snowden (the ex-NSA employee that has exposed NSA practices to the press) 




be charged under the Sedition Act?

Discussion:
The Alien and Sedition Acts











* denotes journal entry  required based on the questions for that assignment

