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Course Description:

The AP IV-English Literature and Composition course is designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through a careful, intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, the student will build a basis from which to analyze maturely in both oral and written form. With that in mind, evidence of extensive annotation is expected with each reading assignment.  The college composition course that the AP Literature and Composition course is intended to parallel is one of the most varied in the curriculum. As in the college course, the purpose of the AP Literature and Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose that is rich enough and complex enough for mature readers. Since all students are encouraged to sit for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam in May, test preparation will be woven into the program. Each unit will incorporate assessments and activities to strengthen the skills needed for fulfilling interaction with and resultant persuasive analysis of the literature. Also, all students will be required to complete successfully the Senior Portfolio, which is a graduation requirement.
Reading/Writing Component:

In order to be successful in this course, the student must keep pace with the reading assignments. Quizzes and writing prompts will often be given in correlation to the reading. After an initial review of stylistic elements and characteristics of the genres, the foci of the quizzes/prompts will emphasize close reading for the same. Other written analyses/commentaries will include peer review, teacher input, teacher feedback, and revision regarding content, organization, and sentence structure so as to develop greater confidence with and solid command of close reading skills and persuasive articulation. As the year progresses, some analyses will be in reaction to “blind” passages, in small chunks of time, at first, eventually leading to 40 minutes to read and react as the norm. In addition to the primary texts, there will be supplementary teacher-prepared packets and readings related to such areas as historical background and criticism, parallel themes, etc.  The writing component will also include student-teacher conferences to target student difficulties with close reading, effective organization, and clear articulation based on mature sentence structure. The quality of the analysis and sophistication of articulation will be expected to mature as well due to collaboration and subsequent revision. The student’s awareness of effective sentence structure, for example the elimination of passive voice, as a critical component in successful written commentary will be a consistent focus. Incorporation of MLA criteria will occur when an assignment requires. Specific lessons addressing grammar, organization, and style will be interwoven when the need arises. 
Grading Policy:

Tests/Projects/Writing:


50%

Comprehension Quizzes:

25%

Homework/Class work/ Participation:
25%

Syllabus:

Getting Started, Literary Foundations:


Course foci, expectations, assessment types and requirements

Summer Reading


How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster

Sample Poetry Prompts and Analysis
For example: An Echo From Willow-Wood by Christina Rossetti, The Flea by John Dunne, The Black Walnut Tree by Mary Oliver, maggie and millie and molly and may by e.e. cummings, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T.S. Eliot, and poetry focus of Robert Frost
Self-Exploration and other Journeys


Oedipus the King by Sophocles

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Selected poetry to parallel the works, for example: Thou Blind Man’s Mark by Sir Philip Sidney, Sophoclean by Seamus Heaney, Scars by Peter Meinke, Not Being Oedipus by John Heath-Stubbs, A Man Young and Old: XI. From Oedipus At Colonus by William Butler Yeats, Sins of the Father by W.D. Ehrhart, and The Hollow Men by T.S. Eliot
Isolation, Personal Prisons, and the Desire for Escape


Grendel by John Gardner

The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Ethan Frome  by Edith Wharton



Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Dubliners by James Joyce

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
Realism vs. Idealism


A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia-Marquez
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner
The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner
King Lear by William Shakespeare
Going After Cacciato/The Things They Carried/In the Lake of the Woods – by Tim O’Brien
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf
