The Glass Menagerie
Ideas of exploration:

1. Symbol – some examples: glass menagerie, unicorn, fire escape

2. Illusion – idealistic viewpoint – what happens when disillusioned? Consider Amanda’s inability to see the hopelessness in Laura’s situation, Tom’s seeking adventure (did he really attain it?), Laura’s refuge from reality in her glass menagerie, and even Jim’s faith in a future that is going to soon be greatly changed by WWII

3. Escape – directly related to illusion – most, if not all, think that an escape from their current situation is possible; consider Tom’s repeated discussions regarding escaping and yet he is “pursued by something”; consider Amanda’s reveries about girlhood and desires for her daughter; also consider the fire escape
4. Fragility – both physically and psychologically Laure is fragile; lives built on fragile foundations

5. Light – dimly lit because it is a memory play; dim lights keep details from being seen, for details fade from the memory; the lights go out and the apartment is lit by candlelight; candlelight and moonlight are romantic, but what about lightning?; light shining through glass figurines often gives off tiny spots of rainbow color – a rainbow is something you chase (remember the magician’s colored scarf that Tom now owns?) – yet when you get close to a rainbow, it disappears; Tome mentions that the pleasures offered by the dance hall were “like a chandelier [which] flooded the world with brief deceptive rainbows”; shop windows are “filled with pieces of colored glass…like bits of a shattered rainbow”; the final scene references a blowing out of the candles

6. Setting – 1930’s; jail cell of an apartment in the downtown slums of St. Louis; “fundamentally enslaved” in their lower middle-class lives; a lot of failure in the U.S. paralleled by the personal failures of these characters; common myths of money, success, and hard work
Consider what each of these ideas might develop as far as an over-reaching theme might be

What language of the play would you use to connect to these ideas? 

