Things Fall Apart




Literary Response Journal

Once again, we’re going to try our hand at developing a literary response journal whose primary focus is that of examining the artistic aspects of the novel. What stylistic devices are used? What patterns of style exist? What effects do these devices create?

After reading each chapter, take the time to reflect upon what you’ve just read. This doesn’t mean that you examine the chapters in complete isolation, but do such first, before connecting it to the whole work.

Directions and Expectations:

1. Provide one two-sided entry per chapter. The left side should be a significant stylistic passage from the text, or five or more smaller examples of one stylistic device presented. Cite the page number of each example. The right side must include: identification of the prevailing device and a discussion of the effect that device produces. Please do not simply define the device in your explanation (i.e. state that the simile compares the two things presented, or the imagery immersed you in the setting). Examine the diction used and extrapolate as to the importance of such. If you consider diction or syntax as a dominant device, select an adjective that identifies the type used. If there seems to be a pattern developing, or this is a device used elsewhere in the text, discuss the similarities and connections. 

2. Complete the attached chart for each section of reading assigned. Provide as many examples as you can, but you don’t have to analyze effect just yet. Adjust the cells to suit the number of examples you have found.

Chart of Author’s Style

	Does author use:
	Examples 

(Include Page Numbers)
	Notes

	Sensory Images?

Type:


	
	

	Metaphors and Similes?


	
	

	Personification or Hyperbole?


	
	

	Unique Diction?

Difficult or Simplistic Vocabulary?


	
	

	Strong Verbs?


	
	

	Alliteration, Onomatopoeia, or Other Sound Devices?


	
	

	Parallel Structure, Anaphora, Repetition, or Other Rhythmic Devices?


	
	

	Short or Long Sentences?


	
	

	Allusions?


	
	

	Motifs?


	
	

	Any Other Devices?


	
	


