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The Somerset Hills School District 

PUBLIC INPUT & ACTION MEETING AGENDA – MARCH 24, 2010  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:30P.M. 

PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE ROOM AT BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

PUBLIC INPUT & ACTION MEETING – 7:30 P.M. 

THE COMMUNITY ROOM AT BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

I.  Call to Order 

 

II.  Welcome 

Welcome to a meeting of the Board of Education of Somerset Hills.  Please be 
advised that this and all meetings of the Board are open to the public and media, 
consistent with the Open Public Meetings Act: (Chapter 231 Laws of 1975), and 
that advance notice required therein has been provided.  This is a regular meeting 
of the Board of Education of Somerset Hills at which formal action may be taken.  
The public will have an opportunity to be heard as shown on the Agenda. 

 

III.  Roll Call 

 

IV.  Executive Session 

 WHEREAS the “Open Public Meetings Act:” (Chapter 231 Laws of 1975) 
authorizes a public body to exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at 
which specified topics are to be discussed under circumstances where the public 
consideration of such topics will clearly endanger the public, or where the 
personal privacy or guaranteed rights of individuals whose activities or affairs are 
to be discussed would be clearly in danger of unwarranted invasions, and 
WHEREAS the matters about to be presented for discussion clearly meet the 
“circumstances” test of such Act: 
RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Somerset Hills now adjourns its 
public session to reconvene in Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 
following: Personnel, Litigation and Contract matters.  
And, be it further, 
RESOLVED that the discussion in Executive Session be disclosed when the 
Board’s consideration of the subject matter has been closed, or that such matter 
does not adversely affect the rights of prospective, current, or past public officers, 
or personnel of the Board, unless such individuals have in writing requested the 
disclosures of such discussion at a public meeting and provided such a public 
disclosure will no longer clearly endanger the public interest. 
 

V.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

VI.  Correspondence    
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VII.  Report of the Superintendent 

  1. Student/Staff Recognition  
2. Introduction of 2010-2011 School Budget 
 

VIII.  Public Questions & Comments 

We very much welcome input from the public. Public comments are welcome at 
this time on any agenda item.  Towards the end of the meeting there is a second 
public forum on any topic.  Please state your name and address. Comments are 
limited to three minutes, but an individual may speak a second time after all 
others who wish to speak on the topic have been heard.  Please understand that 
our public forums are not structured as question and answer sessions, but are 
offered as opportunities to share your thoughts with the Board.  In instances 
where the Board feels that there is a misunderstanding or inaccuracy, the Board 
President or Superintendent may address the comment. In accordance with New 
Jersey Statute, the Board will not discuss matters regarding specific personnel. 
Thank you for your input. 

 

IX.  Approval of Minutes            
Action 1.   Approval of Minutes* 
Resolution Resolved, that the Public Input & Action and Executive meeting minutes of 

March 10, 2010, 2010 be approved. 
 

X.  Finance    
A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 
B.  Action Items:                

Action  1.  Board Secretary & Treasurer Reports & Board Certification 
Resolution WHEREAS, the Board Secretary has received the Reports of the Secretary and 

Treasurer for the month of February, 2010 showing the following balances: 

FUND Board Secretary  

Cash Balance (1) 

Treasurer Cash 

Balance (2) 

(10) General Fund $5,596,957.45 $5,596,957.45 

(20) Special Revenue Fund $216,534.79 $216,534.79 

(30) Capital Projects Fund ($969,020.21) ($969,020.21) 

(40)Debt Service Fund $731,673.62 $731,673.62 

Total Government Funds $5,576,145.65 $5,576,145.65 

   (1) From Secretary’s Report    (2) From Treasurer’s Report 
WHEREAS in compliance with N.J.A.C.6A: 23-2.1(c)3 the secretary has certified 
that, as of the date of the report(s), no budgetary line item account has 
encumbrances and expenditures which in total exceed the amount appropriated by 
the district board of education, now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, the Board of Education accepts the above referenced report and 
certifications and orders that they be attached to and made part of the record of 
this meeting, and be it 
FURTHER RESOLVED, in compliance with N.J.A.C.6A: 23-3.11(c) 4, the 
Board of Education certifies that, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial 
reports (appropriation section) and upon consultation with the appropriate district 
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officials, to the best of its knowledge, no major account or fund has been 
overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C.6A: 23-2.11(b), and that sufficient funds are 
available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the year. 

 
Action  2.  Approve 2009-2010 Budget Transfers 
Resolution Resolved that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the attached list of 

2009-2010 budget transfers for February 2010. 
 
Action  3.  Payment of Bills*                
Resolution  WHEREAS, the Board Secretary has presented a check register dated March 17, 

2010 covering check numbers  20259 to 20357  in the amount of 
$3,437,354.80with the recommendation that they be paid, and  

 Now, therefore, be it Resolved that the following bills be paid and an itemized list 
be filed with the minutes of this meeting:      
  

FUND AMOUNT 

(10) General Fund $1,476,704.50 

(20) Special Revenue Fund $37,373.03 

(30) Capital Projects Fund $19,974.52 

(40) Debt Service Fund $1,871,180.62 

(60) Cafeteria Fund $32,122.13 

                 TOTAL $3,437,354.80 

 
Action 4. Approve Bergen County Special Services School District Contract* 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve a contract for home 

instruction by the Bergen County Special Services School for student 2013234. 
 

Action  5.  Public Hearing on the 2010-2011 Budget * 
Resolution RESOLVED that the Somerset Hills Board of Education adopt the 2010-2011 

Budget for submission to the County Superintendent of Schools for approval. 
RESOLVED that the 2010-2011 school year tax levy be approved as follows: 

General Fund $26,539,186 

Debt Service $3,323,846 

TOTAL $29,863,032 

RESOLVED that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following 
ballot question for the April 20, 2010 Annual School Election: 
RESOLVED that there should be raised for the General Fund $26,539,186  for the 
ensuing school year (2010-2011), to be allocated amongst the three regional 
school district municipalities as  follows:   

Bernardsville $19,385,143 

Far Hills $1,576,210 

Peapack/Gladstone $5,577,833 

 
Action  6. Approve of Maximum Travel Appropriation* 
Resolution RESOLVED that the Somerset Hills Board of Education include in the 2010-2011 

tentative budget a maximum travel appropriation of $75,000.  The School 
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Business Administrator shall track and record these costs to insure that the 
maximum amount is not exceeded.  The 2010-2011 proposed budget will allow 
for a maximum regular business travel amount of $1,500 per employee. 

           

XI.  Curriculum        
A.  Committee Report & Discussion:       

  B.  Action Items: 
Action 1.   Approve Field Trips 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following field 

trips: 

 

School 

 

Trip 

 

Date(s) 

# of 

Students 

# of 

Faculty 

# of 

Chaperone

s 

BHS a) Spring Track Team 
Penn Relays Carnival Track 
Meet  
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 

4/22-23-
24/10 

12 2 1 

BHS b)Spring Track Team 
New York Relays 
Icahn Stadium 
Randall’s Island, NY 

4/17/10 20 3 0 

BHS c) Life/Transition Skills  
Class 
Local businesses 
Bernardsville 

4/7-14-
21-28 
5/5-12-
19-26 
6/2-9/10 

5 1 1 

 

XII.  Facilities & Operations        

A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 
  B.  Action Items: 
Action  1. Approve Disposal of Equipment 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following items 

to be sold at the County of Somerset auction: 

Quantity Serial Number Item Manufacturer Model 

1 1574627 Overhead Projector 3M VOP-9050 

1 635362 Overhead Projector 3M 213 

1 674500 Overhead Projector 3M 213 

1 1574632 Overhead Projector 3M VOP-9050 

1 1390049 Overhead Projector 3M 9050 

1 4083139 Digital Camera Olympus D-600L 

1 FE05507 CD & Cassette Recorder Califone Spirit 1776 

1 KC 23753 CD & Cassette Recorder Califone 2385AV-03 

1 LOIA11254A Palmcorder Panasonic PV-L651D 
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1 11043721 Video AC Adaptor Panasonic PV-A19 

1 8926386 Camcorder JVC GR-AX30U 

1 06950188 Adapter JVC CPS 020 

1   Cassette Adapters Lenmar VCA24 

1 1249361 Filmstrip Projector Dukane 28A55 

1 CJ060775 Audio Tape Recorder Califone 1300AV 

1 CH492466 Audio Tape Recorder Califone 3132AV 

1 
XXXXXXXXXXX 16MM Projector Bell & 

Howell 
2580A 

1 2107374 Carousel Slide Projector Kodak 850H 

1 XXXXXXXXXXX PA System Dukane   

1 
  Armoire - Cherry 

Appx. 
5'Hx4'Wx30" 

  

1 
  Armoire - Maple 

Appx. 
5'Hx4'Wx30" 

  

1 
  Armoire - Oak 

Appx. 
5'Hx4'Wx30" 

  

2   White Tables 3'x5'  Formica  

6   Chairs Red Stripe Low Back 

1 Office Chair  Blue Hi Back 

2 
 

NISS Brand Vacuum Parts Misc. Parts New in box 

1   Pedestal Table 3'x3'   

5   TV/AV Stands on Wheels     

1   RCA 19" TV     

1   GE 19" TV     

1   RCA Monitor     

1   
Gateway Destination 
Monitor     

XIII.  Policy          
  A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 
  B.  Action Items: 
Action  1. Adoption Policy #0131 Bylaws and Policies–Revision 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the adoption of  

Policy #0131 Bylaws and Policies. 
 
Action  2. Adoption Policy #5533 Pupil Smoking (M) –Revision 
 Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the adoption of  

Policy #5533 Pupil Smoking (M). 
 

Action 3. Adoption Policy #7434 Smoking on School Grounds (M) –Revision 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the adoption of   

Policy #7434 Smoking on School Grounds (M). 
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Action  4. Adoption Policy #9700 Special Interest Groups - Revision 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the adoption of 

Policy #9700 Special Interest Groups. 
     

XIV.  Personnel      
A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

  B.  Action Items: 
All personnel action is on the recommendation of the Superintendent. 

Action  1. Accept Resignation 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education accepts the resignation of  
  Tanya Podchaski, biology teacher at Bernards High School, effective June 30,  
  2010. 
 
Action  2.  Approval of Substitutes 
Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following  
    substitutes for the 2009-2010 school year: 
  Teacher 
  Michelle Corallo Sub Certificate 
  Arthur Falgione Sub Certificate 
  James Sheppard Sub Certificate 
 

XV.  Neighborhood Relations 

 

XVI.  Community Relations 

 

XVII.  Supplementary Matters 

  

XVIII.  Public Questions & Comments 

 

XIX.  Adjournment 

 

 

Resolutions: 

*Note:   The areas of permitted voting for the Bedminster district representative of the 

Board of Education are: 1) tuition charged by the sending district and bill lists or contracts 

to be used for the sending district’s pupils; 2) new capital construction to be used by the 

sending district’s pupils; 3) appointment, transfer of removal of teaching staff serving the 

sending district’s pupils, including central administration; 4) addition or deletion of 

curricular or extracurricular programs involving the sending district’s pupils. 

 

 
 


