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The Somerset Hills School District 

PUBLIC INPUT & ACTION MEETING AGENDA – FEBRUARY 29, 2012 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:30 P.M. 

PRINCIPAL’S CONFERENCE ROOM AT BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL 

PUBLIC INPUT & ACTION MEETING – 7:30 P.M. 

BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

I.  Call to Order 

 

II.  Welcome 

Welcome to a meeting of the Board of Education of Somerset Hills.  Please be advised that this 

and all meetings of the Board are open to the public and media, consistent with the Open Public 

Meetings Act: (Chapter 231 Laws of 1975), and that advance notice required therein has been 

provided.  This is a meeting of the Board of Education of Somerset Hills at which formal action 

may be taken.  The public will have an opportunity to be heard as shown on the Agenda. 

 

III.  Roll Call 

 

IV.  Executive Session 

WHEREAS the “Open Public Meetings Act:” (Chapter 231 Laws of 1975) authorizes a public 

body to exclude the public from that portion of a meeting at which specified topics are to be 

discussed under circumstances where the public consideration of such topics will clearly 

endanger the public, or where the personal privacy or guaranteed rights of individuals whose 

activities or affairs are to be discussed would be clearly in danger of unwarranted invasions, and 

WHEREAS the matters about to be presented for discussion clearly meet the “circumstances” 

test of such Act: 

RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Somerset Hills now adjourns its public session to 

reconvene in Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the following: Personnel, Student 

Matters, Contracts, Negotiations and Litigation.  

And, be it further, 

RESOLVED that the discussion in Executive Session be disclosed when the Board’s 

consideration of the subject matter has been closed, or that such matter does not adversely affect 

the rights of prospective, current, or past public officers, or personnel of the Board, unless such 

individuals have in writing requested the disclosures of such discussion at a public meeting and 

provided such a public disclosure will no longer clearly endanger the public interest. 

 

V.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

VI.  Correspondence    
  1. Thank You for the Columbia Teacher Training Program 

  2. Thank You from S.H.E.F. 

 

VII.  Report of the Superintendent  

  1. S.H.E.F. Update – Alice Rose 

2. Student/Staff Recognition 
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  3. Introduction of 2012-2013 Budget 

 

VIII.  Public Questions & Comments 

We very much welcome input from the public. Public comments are welcome at this time on any 

agenda item.  Towards the end of the meeting there is a second public forum on any 

topic.  Please state your name and address. Comments are limited to three minutes, but an 

individual may speak a second time after all others who wish to speak on the topic have been 

heard.  Please understand that our public forums are not structured as question and answer 

sessions, but are offered as opportunities to share your thoughts with the Board.  In instances 

where the Board feels that there is a misunderstanding or inaccuracy, the Board President or 

Superintendent may address the comment. In accordance with New Jersey Statute, the Board will 

not discuss matters regarding specific personnel. Thank you for your input. 

 

IX.  Approval of Minutes             

Action 1.   Approval of Minutes* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Public Input & Action and Executive session minutes of December 20, 2011 

be approved. 

 

Action 2.   Approval of Minutes* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Public Input & Action and Executive session minutes of January 9, 2012 be 

approved. 

 

Action 3.   Approval of Minutes* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Public Input & Action and Executive session minutes of January 18, 2012 be 

approved. 

 

Action 4.   Approval of Minutes* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Public Input & Action and Executive session minutes of February 2, 2012 be 

approved. 

 

X.  Finance             
A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

B.  Action Items:    

             

Action  1.  Board Secretary & Treasurer Reports & Board Certification* 

Resolution WHEREAS, the Board Secretary has received the Reports of the Secretary and Treasurer for the 

month of January 2012 showing the following balances: 

FUND Board Secretary  

Cash Balance (1) 

Treasurer Cash 

Balance (2) 

(10) General Fund $5,758,763.81 $5,758,763.81 

(20) Special Revenue Fund $24,230.83 $24,230.83 

(30) Capital Projects Fund $284,534.02 $284,534.02 

(40)Debt Service Fund $701,066.05 $701,066.05 

Total Government Funds 6,768,594.71 6,768,594.71 

   (1) From Secretary’s Report     (2) From Treasurer’s Report 
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WHEREAS in compliance with N.J.A.C.6A: 23-2.1(c)3 the secretary has certified that, as of the 

date of the report(s), no budgetary line item account has encumbrances and expenditures which 

in total exceed the amount appropriated by the district board of education, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, the Board of Education accepts the above referenced report and certifications and 

orders that they be attached to and made part of the record of this meeting, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, in compliance with N.J.A.C.6A: 23-3.11(c) 4, the Board of Education 

certifies that, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial reports (appropriation section) and 

upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of its knowledge, no major 

account or fund has been overexpended in violation of N.J.A.C.6A: 23-2.11(b), and that 

sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the 

year. 

 

Action  2.  Approve 2011-2012 Budget Transfers* 

Resolution Resolved that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the attached list of budget 

transfers for January, 2012. 

 

Action  3.  Payment of Bills*                

Resolution  WHEREAS, the Board Secretary has presented a check register dated January 31, 2012 covering 

check numbers 24897 to 25066 in the amount of $2,583,932.79 with the recommendation that 

they be paid, and  

 Now, therefore, be it Resolved, that the following bills be paid and an itemized list be filed with 

the minutes of this meeting:        

FUND AMOUNT 

(10) General Fund $2,575,254.13 

(20) Special Revenue Fund $8,678.66 

(30) Capital Projects Fund -0- 

(40) Debt Service Fund -0- 

(60) Cafeteria Fund -0- 

                 TOTAL $2,583,932.79 

               

 WHEREAS, the Board Secretary has presented a check register dated February 22, 2012 

covering check numbers 25067 to 25066 in the amount of $2,497,720.96 with the 

recommendation that they be paid, and  

 Now, therefore, be it Resolved, that the following bills be paid and an itemized list be filed with 

the minutes of this meeting:        

FUND AMOUNT 

(10) General Fund $2,311,380.58 

(20) Special Revenue Fund $131,734.61 

(30) Capital Projects Fund -0- 

(40) Debt Service Fund -0- 

(60) Cafeteria Fund $54,605.77 

                 TOTAL $2,497,720.96 

 

 

Action  4. Approve Student Evaluations 
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Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following individuals to  

  conduct evaluations for SHSD students:  

Student ID# Provider Location 

Various students Dr. Livingston 

(Neurologist) 

Morristown Memorial 

Hospital, NJ 

Various students Dr. Yampolsky 

(Psychologist) 

Randolph, NJ 

 

Action  5. Approve Bedside Instruction Provider  

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following facility to provide  

  Bedside Instruction: 

Student Provider Location 

5287288796 Veritas Tutors Cambridge, MA 

 

Action  6.  Approve Waiver of Requirements Special Education Medicaid Initiative Program* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills board of Education approve the Waiver of Requirements  

  Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) Program:  

  Whereas, NJAC 6:A23A-5.3 provides that a school district may request a waiver of compliance  

  with respect to the district’s participation in the Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI)  

  Program 

Whereas, the Somerset Hills Board of Education desires to apply for this waiver due to the fact 

that it estimated having less Medicaid eligible classified students than the state guideline of 26 

students in the 2012-2013 budget year. 

Now Therefore Be It 

Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education hereby authorizes the Chief School 

Administrator to submit to the Executive County Superintendent of Schools in the County of 

Somerset an appropriate waiver of the requirements of NJAC 6:A23A-5.3 for the 2012-2013 

school year. 

 

Action  7.    Introduction of 2012-2013 Budget * 

Resolution RESOLVED that the Somerset Hills Board of Education adopt the preliminary 2012-2013 

Budget for submission to the County Superintendent of Schools for approval as per attachment; 

And, be it further 

RESOLVED that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves that the 2012-2013 general 

fund tax levy of $27,611,369. and the debt service fund tax levy of $3,235,914.  representing a 

total tax levy of $30,847,283. which represents a 1.6% increase from the tax levy for 2011-2012; 

And, be it further 

RESOLVED that the Board Secretary be authorized to make minor adjustments as may be 

required by additional state information and/or the County Superintendent.  

And, be it further 

RESOLVED that a Public Hearing for adoption of the 2012-2013 Budget be held on March 28, 

2012 at 7:30 p.m. at Bernards High School. 

 

Action  8. Approve Settlement Agreement 
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Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the settlement agreement for  

  student #6621537794. 

       

XI.  Curriculum 

A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

  B.  Action Items: 

Action 1.   Approve Field Trips* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following field trips: 

 

School 

 

Trip 

 

Date(s) 

# of 

Students 

# of 

Faculty 

# of 

Chaperone

s 

BHS  a) Horizon Program 

County College of Morris 

Randolph, NJ 

3/2/12 10 2 0 

BHS b) AP European History 

Metropolitan Opera 

NYC 

3/17/12 10 2 1 

BMS c) Forensics Club 

Lafayette School  

Chatham NJ 

03/24/12 10 2 0 

BMS d) Team 7 Mathemagician  

Mayo Performing Arts 

Center 

Morristown NJ 

3/20/12 132 8 0 

BMS e) 5th Grade 

Jenkinson’s Aquarium 

4/23/12 151 10 0 

BHS f) BHS Chorus Choral 

Adjudication Performance 

Hershey Park 

Hershey PA 

5/19/12 83 2 5 

BES g) 4th Grade 

The Bronx Zoo Bronx  NY 

6/4/12 151 11 22 

BHS h) Special Education 

Students 

Dare to Dream Student 

Leadership Conference 

Montclair State University 

Montclair NJ 

6/1/12 12 2 0 

BHS i) Peer Leaders 

Project Adventure  

Beverly MA 

6/25-

29/12 

8 2 0 

BED j) MD Class/SHSD & 

Bedminster 

Lakota Wolf Preserve 

Columbia NJ 

4/13/2012 2 3 0 
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BED k) Third Grade Team 

Mineral Mine 

Sterling Hill Mine 

Ogdensburg NJ 

4/30/2012 160 11 24 

  

Action 2. Approve Professional Development* 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the following professional 

development: 

School        Name       Workshop/Conference Est. Cost      Date 

BES a) Cooper, Megan Rutgers Reading and Writing 

Conference  

$159.00 3/16/201

2 

BES b) Crowley, Sue Best Books for Children Published 

in 2011 

$ 79.00 4/27/201

2 

BES c) Falzarano, 

Sarah 

BER Workshop-Mini-Lessons to 

Strengthen Your Pre-K and K 

Program 

$233.86 3/12/12 

BES d) Freda, Michele BER Workshop-Mini-Lessons to 

Strengthen Your Pre-K and K 

Program 

$ 236.40  3/12/12 

BES e) Gurth, Melissa Word Study: Using a Five Block 

Approach to Improving Literacy 

Skills 

$ 200.64 3/28/12 

BES f) Horowitz, 

Susan 

Rutgers Reading and Writing 

Conference 

$162.40 3/16/12 

BES g) Jongema, Holly Rutgers Reading and Writing 

Conference 

$159.00 3/16/12 

BES h) Lemberg, 

Christine 

English Language Learners 

Statewide Conference  

$157.06 3/22/12 

BES i) Maddaluna, 

Penny 

Singapore Math: Strategies that 

Work in Every Classroom 

$349.00 4/19/12 

BES j) McCarron, 

James 

National Art Education 

Convention 

$210.00 3/1-2/12 

 

BES k) Mastrangeli, 

Karen 

Singapore Math: Strategies that 

Work in Every Classroom 

$349.00 4/19/12 

BES l) Mazen, Cory Lesson Study Workshop  $125.00 3/15/12 

 

BES m) Paterno, Amy 

 

NJAHPERD Annual Conference  $110.00 3/5/12 

BES n) Reeves, Jamie Word Study: Using a Five Block 

Approach to Improving Literacy 

Skills 

$74.50 3/28/12 

BES o) Rokosky, 

Debbie 

Lesson Study Workshop $125.00 3/15/12 

 

BES 

 

p) Virtue, Janis Rutgers Reading and Writing 

Conference 

$162.50 3/16/12 
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BMS q) Finley, Katelyn Singapore Math Strategies for the 

Middle School Student  

$199.00 3/20/12 

BMS r) Ryan, Suzanne NJ State School Nurses 

Association Conference 

$187.40 3/24/12 

BMS s) Rizzuto, 

Rosemarie 

Singapore Math Strategies for the 

Middle School Student  

$216.67 3/20/12 

BHS 

 

t) Cooley, 

Suzanne 

The Principal’s Role in Leading 

Understanding by Design 

Workshop 

$477.31 3/22-

3/23/12 

BHS u) Cooley, 

Suzanne 

Google Apps for Education 

Workshop 

$147.00 3/14/12 

BHS v) Dooley, Megan Rhode Island Colleges Spring 

2012 Counselor Tour 

$466.32 4/22-

26/12 

BHS w) Simoneau, Jon Glazier Football Coaches Clinic 

 

$179.60 3/2/12 

BHS x) Venezio, Maria Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn-

Facing the Challenge of Teaching 

an American Classic 

$ 210.68 3/16/12 

BHS y) Yuknis, Mary Language Education Policy and 

Testing at Foreign Language  

Educators of NJ Conference  

$ 90.00 3/30/12 

Olcott  z) Shouffler, Jen Danielson Framework for 

Teaching Workshop 

$115.00 3/26/12 

Olcott aa) Walls, Barbara Danielson Framework for 

Teaching Workshop 

$115.00 3/26/12 

Olcott bb) Young, Charles Google Apps for Education NY/NJ 

Summit 

$200.00 3/22-

23/12 

 

XII.  Facilities & Operations        

A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

  B.  Action Items: 

 

Action  1. Adoption – 2012-2013 School Calendar*  

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education adopt the 2012-2013 school calendar, as 

attached. 

 

XIII.  Policy 

  A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

  B.  Action Items: 

Action 1. First Reading and Adoption Bylaw #0155 Board Committees – Revised 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the first reading and adoption of 

Bylaw #0155 Board Committees – Revised. 

 

Action 2. First Reading and Adoption Policy #2330 Homework – Revised 
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Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the first reading and adoption of 

Policy #2330 Homework – Revised. 

 

Action 3. First Reading and Adoption Policy #3322 Staff Member’s Use of Cellular Telephones – 

Revised 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the first reading and adoption of 

Policy #3322 Staff Member’s Use of Cellular Telephones – Revised. 

 

Action 4. First Reading and Adoption Policy #4322 Support Staff Member’s Use of Cellular 

Telephones – Revised 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approve the first reading and adoption of 

Policy #4322 Support Staff Member’s use of Cellar Telephones- Revised. 

      

XIV.  Personnel      
A.  Committee Report & Discussion: 

  B.  Action Items: 

All personnel action is on the recommendation of the Superintendent. 

 

Action  1.   Approve Appointment of Assistant Principal 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the appointment  

of Lynn Sharp as an assistant principal at Bernardsville Middle School, at a salary of $86,400 

(prorated), effective February 3, 2012 for the 2011-2012 school year.  

 

Action  2.   Approve Appointment of Part-Time Custodian 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves appointment of Martin Escurra as 

a part-time custodian, effective January 25, 2012 at the rate of $15 per hour, 25 hours per week, 

for the 2011-2012 school year. 

   

Action  3.   Approve Appointment of Paraprofessional 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves Jaclyn Pistilli-Urena, part time 

regular paraprofessional at Bedwell Elementary School, Step 1B, at an hourly rate of $14.23, 

17.5 hours per week, effective January 30, 2012 for the 2011-2012 school year. (Vaughn)  

 

Action  4.   Approve Extended Assignment Substitute 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves Joseph Palma, extended 

assignment substitute at Bernardsville Middle School, effective March 5, 2012 through April 13, 

2012, at per diem rate of $170. (Roberson)  

 

Action  5.   Accept Retirement 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education accepts, with regret, the     

retirement of George La Neve, French teacher at Bernardsville Middle School, effective  June 

30, 2012 with thanks for 32 years of service to the district. 

 

Action  6.   Accept Retirement 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education accepts, with regret, the     



Somerset Hills Board of Education Agenda                       February 29, 2012  Page  9 

                                                                                                                                                                       

retirement of Eileen Tiffenbach, music teacher at Bedwell Elementary School, effective  June 

30, 2012 with thanks for 36 years of service to the district. 

 

Action  7.   Accept Resignation 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education accepts the resignation of Kristin Fanning 

Lees, mathematics teacher at Bernardsville Middle School, effective June 30, 2012. 

 

Action  8.   Approve Change in Hours for Special Education Paraprofessional 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following change in hours for 

special education paraprofessional for the 2011-2012 school year:  

  Name     Location From   To   Effective Date 

  Caitlin Anelli    BMS  11hrs/50min  14hrs/50min  January 18, 2012 

 

Action  9.   Approve Transfer  

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves transfer for the following 

paraprofessionals effective January 18, 2012 for the 2011-2012 school year: 

 Name   From    To 

 Kevin Grant  Bernardsville Middle   Bedwell Elementary/ 

        Bernardsville Middle 

 Nancy Negri  Bedwell Elementary  Bernardsville Middle 

  Tracy Scerra  Bernardsville Middle   Bedwell Elementary 

 

Action  10.   Approve Appointment of Tutor Mentors 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following tutor mentors for 

the six week after school program at Bedwell Elementary School beginning March 20, 2012 at an 

hourly rate of $58.24: 

  

1 Session Weekly 2 Sessions Weekly 3 Sessions Weekly  

Andrea Colicchio Sue Crowley Emily Pike 

Megan Cooper Cynthia Forsythe  

Patrick Reed  Patricia Krug  

Lauren Smith Philip Wilkinson  

Jianna Spadaccini   

Janis Virtue   

 

Action  11.    Rescind Co-Curricular Position 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education rescinds the following    

  co-curricular position for the 2011-2012 school year: 

  Judith Martin   BMS Drama Spring Assistant  $1,270 

 

Action  12.    Approve Co-Curricular Positions 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following    

  co-curricular positions for the 2011-2012 school year: 

  Vincent Terraciano BMS Drama Spring Assistant 50% $635 

     March 26-April 20, 2012 
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  Judith Martin   BMS Drama Spring Assistant 50%  $635 

April 23-May 18, 2012  

 

Action  13.    Approve Athletic Positions 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following    

   athletic positions for the 2011-2012 school year: 

   

  Bernards High School  

  Kelly Clark   Assistant AD Spring    $3,969 

  Franklin Spangler   Tennis  Coach Assistant    $4,563 

Ashley Baker    Track & Field  Assistant    $6,154  

Jianna Spadaccini  Track & Field  Assistant    $6,154 

    

Action  14.    Approve Assessment Support 

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves Paula Gray for two, 2-hour 

Graphing Calculator prep sessions, at an hourly rate of $58.24. 

  

Action  15.    Approve Appointment of Substitutes  

Resolution Resolved, that the Somerset Hills Board of Education approves the following substitutes for the  

  2011-2012 school year:  

  Name Substitute Position Certificate 

Sharon Bosworth Teacher/Paraprofessional  Standard Certificate  

Jennifer Copen Teacher/Paraprofessional  Certificate of Eligibility 

Patricia Leuthard  Teacher Standard Certificate  

Tracy Scerra Secretary Substitute Credential 

Laurence Paruta Paraprofessional  Certificate of Eligibility 

 

XV.  Neighborhood Relations 

 

XVI.  Community Relations 

 

XVII.  Supplementary Matters 

  

XVIII.  Public Questions & Comments 

 

XIX.  Adjournment 

Resolutions: 

*Note:   The areas of permitted voting for the Bedminster district representative of the Board of 

Education are: 1) tuition charged by the sending district and bill lists or contracts to be used for the 

sending district’s pupils; 2) new capital construction to be used by the sending district’s pupils; 3) 

appointment, transfer of removal of teaching staff serving the sending district’s pupils, including central 

administration; 4) addition or deletion of curricular or extracurricular programs involving the sending 

district’s pupils. 


